
The best letter each month wins 
an elegant, leather-bound Finsbury 
Filofax personal organiser, and a 
stainless-steel LAMY Logo refillable 
ballpoint pen, together valued at $220. 
With a Filofax, there’s no charging or 
powering-up required – and you’re 
organised! Check www.filofax.co.nz.
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Technology Careers

E
ngineers play a significant role in 
a broad range of sectors of the 
economy and in the lives of New 
Zealanders. As a world leader in a 
number of areas, including digital 

technology and seismic engineering New Zealand, 
engineering qualifications are recognised 
around the world and jobs in the field offer 
significant financial reward. Despite this, the 
supply of tertiary graduates is not keeping 
pace with the strong demand for engineers.

The Institution of Professional Engineers 
New Zealand recognises the importance that 
Technology education places on careers in 
Engineering, and through www.futureintech.
org.nz/pathways they recommend secondary 
school subjects that will prepare students 
for tertiary qualifications in Technology, 
Engineering or Applied Science. 

Ben Harris (above) is a great example of 
someone who after studying Technology at 
secondary school decided to take on the 
exciting career of engineering. After taking 
Design Technology and Graphics in Year 13 
at Lindisfarne College, Ben went on to work 
towards a National Diploma in Applied Civil 
Engineering. Ben now works as a civil engineering 
technician at Opus International Consultants 
in their Waipukurau office and is part of their 
cadet programme, which means the company 
supports him financially as he works full time 
and completes his diploma in civil engineering.

When reflecting on how his secondary education 
in Technology benefited him in his line of work 
he reveals that it taught him the importance 
of how to deal with clients and their needs as 
well as forming good client relationships and 
problem-solving techniques from investigation 
and design through to creating a final product.

Other skills that Ben feels he has gained from 
Technology include: self-motivation, planning, 
project management skills and learning to relate 
to others. All of which he feels has helped him in 
his current studies and career. “In Technology I 
really enjoyed the fact I got to design something 
that helped the client with their needs and that I 
was able to come up with solutions to problems.”

Technology education – teaching students 
the knowledge and skills to be confident 
in analysing and solving practical problems 
– is compulsory in Years 1 to 10. But it can 
sometimes be a neglected subject, put 
on the backburner as schools concentrate 
on areas considered a higher priority or in 
which teachers have more expertise. 

Not so at West Auckland’s Green Bay 
School, where a school-wide challenge 
for students to design and make their 
own moveable toys demonstrated how 
Technology education can be successfully 
delivered to primary-school-aged children.

“Technology’s a really cool subject – 
authentic, hands-on, creative – and the 
kids love it,” says principal Jude Black. 
“It delivers a necessary set of skills for 
the future if we want an enterprising, 
entrepreneurial, ‘Number 8 fencing wire’ 
mentality in our population.”

Last year, Green Bay staff developed a new 
unit, “How West Auckland has changed”, 
which incorporated Technology, Social 
Studies and English. The goal was to 
engage students with a relevant, real-life 
project by having students study toys from 
the past and compare them with their own. 

All students made their own yo-yo, 
having been encouraged to figure out for 
themselves how to construct and operate 
the toy. Older students (Year 5 and 6) then 
used the experience gained in making their 
yo-yo to develop moveable toys. 

The students researched techniques 
and material sources and consulted with 
potential stakeholders – five-year-olds from 
their “buddy reading” class. 

Once the toys were constructed, they were 
raced in categories of pushed, pulled and 
wind-ups, which became the basis for a 
review and evaluation. The unit concluded 
with a presentation of their work to other 
classes. 

A Year 5/6 teacher says the students were 
proud of their work, and she was pleased 
to expose them to the rigours of a long-
term, real-life project. “Putting things into 
context and making it purposeful is the key 
to Technology.”

Techlink is an initiative of the Institution 
of Professional Engineers New Zealand in 
partnership with the Ministry of Education

Technology Education: 
More than child’s play
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